Chronic ischemic mitral regurgitation: repair, replace or rethink?
Ischemic mitral regurgitation (IMR) is a common complication of coronary artery disease and is the focus of a rapidly increasing amount of research. Mechanistic studies have determined that IMR is caused by apical displacement and tethering of the mitral valve leaflets after myocardial infarction, resulting in incomplete coaptation. Despite the relatively high prevalence of IMR, most centers have only a small surgical experience with this disorder. The result is that a number of different procedures have been recently developed without clear improvement in patient outcomes. The current review will examine the myriad surgical options for IMR with a focus on clinical outcomes.